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Dorset

Council

PLACE AND RESOURCES OVERVIEW COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 28 JULY 2022

Present: Clirs Carole Jones (Chairman), Tony Alford, Toni Coombs,
Sherry Jespersen, Val Pothecary, Maria Roe, Andrew Starr and Roland Tarr

Apologies: Clirs Les Fry and Ryan Hope

Also present: Clir Brian Heatley and Clir Nocturin Lacey-Clarke

Officers present (for all or part of the meeting):

John Sellgren (Executive Director, Place), Lisa Cotton (Head of Customer
Services, Libraries & Archives), Jacqueline Halewood (Principal Archivist), Claire
Pinder (Senior Archaeologist), Peter Hopkins (Corporate Director - Assets and
Property), Lindsey Watson (Senior Democratic Services Officer) and Kate Critchel
(Senior Democratic Services Officer)

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 7 June 2022 were confirmed as a correct
record and signed by the Chairman.

Declarations of interest

A Alford declared an interest in respect of agenda item 8 (Redlands
Community Sports Hub — Lease and Management Arrangements) as he had
been a governor of Weymouth College and director of the Redlands
Operating Company 10 years previously. As such he would not take part in
the debate or voting on the item.

Chairman's Update

There were no updates from the Chairman for the meeting.

Public Participation

There were no questions or statements from members of the public or local
organisations.

Questions from Members

There were no questions from councillors.



16.

17.

Amateur Archaeological Fieldwork and Metal Detecting on Dorset
Council Land Policy

The committee received and considered a report of the Senior Archaeologist
(Promotion and Liaison) regarding the adoption of a new policy related to
permissions required for amateur archaeological work and metal detecting on
Dorset Council land.

Councillors considered the issues arising from the report and during
discussion the following points were covered:

e Use of the word ‘amateur’ in the policy as the view was expressed that
this could be ambiguous as the policy applied to people with a wide
range of archaeological experience. Officers agreed to consider this
following the meeting

e It was suggested that some information around safeguarding should be
included in the policy, due to the possible involvement of younger
persons in these activities. This would be considered by officers
following the meeting

e The arrangements for how found items were dealt with was discussed
and comparisons made with the approach taken in the private sector
and other organised archaeological activities

e |t was noted that the proposed policy did not cover work commissioned
by Dorset Council as landowner for planning or land management
purposes

e The inclusion of highways verges as council owned land would be
clarified within the policy and guidance to be produced

e Following discussion with the council’'s S151 officer, it had been agreed
that charges would not be made for drawing up agreements in this area
as the administrative burden would outweigh the benefits of providing
access and guidance for all. This would be kept under review.

Recommendation to Cabinet

That the Archaeological Fieldwork and Metal Detecting on Dorset Council
Land Policy be adopted subject to Cabinet taking into consideration the
suggestions made by the Place and Resources Overview Committee as
follows:

e Removal of the word ‘amateur’ from the policy

¢ Including information around safeguarding issues

e Clarification within the policy that highways verges are included as
council owned land.

Redlands Community Sports Hub - Lease and Management
Arrangements

The committee considered a report of the Service Manager for Leisure
Services and Corporate Director for Assets and Property, which set out the
ongoing operational arrangements at the Redlands Community Sports Hub.



The Chairman noted that there were three exempt appendices associated
with the report and that the committee would need to move into exempt
business if councillors wished to discuss the contents of these.

Councillors considered the issues arising from the report and the following
areas were covered during the discussion:

Discussion held and support expressed for the proposed key holder
model, where community users and volunteers took on more
responsibility for the site operations. It was noted that Active Dorset
would provide support to local clubs and working with the national sport
governing bodies, ensuring that issues such as health and safety, risk
assessments and site security were covered

The importance of leisure provision from a health and wellbeing
perspective was highlighted

It was important that the community sports hub facilities were well
patronised in order to balance the financial income and outgoings in
line with the Active Dorset business plan

It was suggested that the Place and Resources Scrutiny Committee
review the arrangements at an appropriate time following the Cabinet
decision, to see how the arrangement was working

The Executive Director of Place referred to the links with health and
wellbeing and a suggestion from the Portfolio Holder for Culture,
Customer and Community Services that a councillor webinar be held in
this area, to include involvement from the Public Health Team.

Recommendation to Cabinet

1.

That the Corporate Director for Assets & Property be authorised to
agree the terms of the schedule of surrender payments and timeline for
Weymouth College to surrender the lease at Redlands Community
Sports Hub.

That the Corporate Director for Assets & Property be authorised to
agree the terms to complete the early lease surrender with Weymouth
College, agreeing the level of surrender payment and the grant of a
new 30-year lease to Active Dorset for Redlands Community Sports
Hub, with a break clause for either party at 5 years.

That the Council agrees to insure and maintain the fabric of the
buildings, boundary fencing, car parks, access roads and any other
built infrastructure at Redlands Community Sports Hub for the period of
the lease to the extent of maintaining a wind, watertight and accessible
site.

That The Council acknowledges the 8-year revenue forecast set out at
Appendix 3 and agrees to provide cash flow support (if required) for the
period of the initial business case and the 8-year revenue projections
forecast to be built into the Dorset Council Medium Term Financial
Plan.



18.

19.

20.

21.

5. That the Place and Resources Scrutiny Committee be asked to
undertake areview of the arrangements at an appropriate time.

Place and Resources Overview Committee Forward Plan

Councillors noted the committee’s forward plan.

A request was made for a briefing for local members ahead of the
committee’s consideration of the item ‘New Household Recycling Centre for
the eastern area of Dorset’, on 6 October 2022.

Urgent items

There were no urgent items.

Exempt Business

The committee did not go into exempt business at this meeting.

Redlands Community Sports Hub - Lease and Management
Arrangements - Exempt appendices

The exempt appendices associated with the report ‘Redlands Community
Sports Hub — Lease and Management Arrangements’ had been made
available to members of the committee, however, the committee did not move
into exempt business in order to discuss the information at the meeting.

Duration of meeting: 10.00 - 10.48 am

Chairman



